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Mission: To transform Hawai‘i’s justice
system through Native Hawaiian cultural
practices and values.

Vision: A pono justice system in Hawai‘i
that heals and empowers individuals,
‘ohana, and communities.  

Goal: To innovate alternatives to
incarceration, restore the human spirit,
build resilient ‘ohana, and change laws
and policies. 

Haleʻaha

We honor lived experience as a legitimate source of
knowledge and strategy.



NOW
Mission: Transforming Hawaiʻi through
the eyes of ʻŌpio for the future
generation. 

Vision: Releasing the potential of
Hawaiʻiʻs youth changemakers bringing
generational inspiration using their
leo(voice), ʻike (knowledge), and mana
(power) to build a better tomorrow,
today. 

Goal: 
End Intergenerational
Incarceration
End all Youth Prisons 



ʻ Ō I W I  I N T E L L I G E N C E  I N  A C T I O N



Hoʻiwai is a kānaka rooted framework that
defines well-being through spiritual,

mental, emotional, and physical
dimensions.

It honors lived experience, cultural values,
and collective healing as essential to

thriving individuals, ʻohana, and
communities

HOʻIWAI FRAMEWORK 



HOʻIWAI IN ACTION 

At ʻEkolu Mea Nui and Nā
ʻŌpio Waiwai, the Hoʻiwai

Framework is not just
theoretical it's a living,

breathing guide for how we
build relationships, design

programs, and conduct
research.



Hoʻiwai Research Institute exists to reclaim research
as a tool for healing, truth telling, and 

community defined knowledge.
 We research with and for our communities: 

 by us, about us, and in service to us.
 We teach the next generation to value ʻike, 

question systems, and carry forward 
the kuleana of ʻŌiwi research.

Hoʻiwai Research Institute



Research for Wāhine By Wāhine



KŪ'ONO'ONO
Wahine Waimānalo

Program Overview:
Kū'ono'ono is a culturally grounded, community-
led program created to empower Native
Hawaiian women of Waimānalo Homestead 

~ weaving together holistic wellness,  cultural
identity, leadership, and connection across
generations & community.

— “To be comfortably settled; to be above want, 
also “fertile, abundant, and thriving”
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